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In terms of altemative venues, the
biggest is 'Usine (4 place des \olontaires),
a one-time gold refining factory which sits
between the bank district and the river. It
houses music labels, a recording studio, a
cinema, workshops and two music spaces
for bands and DJs. For this town, it's
refreshingly cheap with a mixed crowd.

Geneva has a symphony orchestra,
chamber orchestra, ballet company, opera

1se, contemporary ensemble and
ir quartets, which often feature
star conductors and musicians.
mber orchestra notably uses period
iments to transport their audiences
tme
3 Hall and The Grand Theatre, near
Plainpalais, are the two main concert halls.
If you're early, drift by the Park Bastion and
take time out to watch (or join) the old men
playing at large chessboards inside the park
gates. These are just up from the statues
of the four founding Protestants of Geneva.
Amongst these is Calvin, who arrived from
France in the 1500s and was responsible
for the strict spiritual dictatorship, banning
theatre and ‘bawdy" arts and making Geneva

a rigid religious city and refuge for
Protestants around Europe. Today in
the more bohemian circles his name is
muttered as a swear word synonyrmous
with extreme conservatism

Continue up the hill a o take a
wander through the cobbied old town
(Vieille Ville). Aside from the Quartier des
Bains, this is the place for boutique art
galleries. In winter you'll catch comforting
odours wafting from the fondue restaurants

DESTINATION FILE
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

Where Located in the south-western corner of the
French Swiss Alps, by the shore of Lake Geneva.
About 227 kilometres from Ziirich, 414 km from Paris

and 740km from London

Getting there Regular flights leave from every
major European city, and also from Australia’s major

cities. International trains run regularly
Population 178,400

Average temperature summer 13-25C, winter -2-6C

Currency Swiss Francs (CHF)
Exchange rate $1 = 0.89 CHF
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TRAVEL NOTES

: Geneva may run like clockwork, but there's

such as La Brante which teaches traditional
instruments such as the Alpine horn and
there's a yodel festival in Carouge in June.
For typical Swiss cuisine served in traditional
costume, book into the Edelweiss restaurant
at 2 place de la Navigation in the Paquis.
While not initially so visible, there is
cultural diversity in Geneva. For world music,
the Ateliers d'ethnomusicologie, founded in

smooth but funky electro tunes from
resident DJ Goldfish and a friendly Australian
barman, Karl, who, if you're lucky will do
some cocktail flairing.

However it must be said that Geneva, in
comparison to other European cities, is less
about the nightlife and better enjoyed during
the crispness of the day. Whether it's by
getting lost in time at the Saturday morning

In this city, it's best to give even close friends
a couple of weeks notice for a rendezvous.
Even for a coffee. And don’t be late

1974, organises festivals, concerts, courses
and music productions (www.adem.ch).
There's also the festival of oriental cinema
in April (www.filmoriental.com).

The main Geneva film festival is at the
end of October (www.cinema-tout-ecran.ch)
at the Griitli Theatre (www.grutli.ch).
Numerous theatre groups and contemporary
dance companies are based in and around
Geneva, and perform in various venues from
the gorgeous Grand Théatre to the art deco
Palais Mascotte cabaret in the Kings Cross ,
of Geneva, the Paquis.

The electronic music scene here saw
the beginning of DJ starlet Miss Kittin and
underground funk DJ icon Chill Pop. Clubs
include Weetamix, La SIP and b'club, or
for the sexy jet-set crowd, Java Club and
FLOORTWO in the Grand Hotel Kempinsksi.
Though be warned that for some of these,
you may need a Swiss loan to get even a
lemonade. There are smaller and affordable
bars and restaurants such as the delightful
LArmoire at the foot of the Old Town (4 rue
de Vieux-College} which has a great mixed
menu by chef Mohcin El Hachimi, inspiring
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flea market in Plainpalais {not to be explored
without a rich Italian coffee or chai tea from
the resident caravan café) or a walk in the
surrounding Alps (or ski during winter) with
stunning views to clear your mind. In
summer, the Bains des Paquis is the hottest
bathing place in town with La Terrace bar
next door by the lake, an afterwork and
weekend hang. For winter, the Bains
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This picturesque city

i 11 .
[

cular Jet D'Eau at Lake G

transform into a popular (and cheap) sauna
where you can sweat out your stresses and
toxins while watching the snow fall over
Lake Léman. There is also a 365 day-a-year
massage service and restaurant (www.bains-
des-paquis.ch).

Don't leave town without sampling a
fondue or trying the traditional hot breads,
delicately sauced game, truffles, fabulous
cheeses like Gruyére and good local wines.
Bains des Paquis is one of the cheap and
cheerful places, or if you're ready to splash
out, there are many fine restaurants, such as
world renowned Philippe Chevrier's French-
style rustic chateau which overlooks the
vineyards in Satigny, just 15 minutes from
Geneva (www.chateauvieux.ch).

And so while at first glance, Geneva
sleeps in a valley of bankers, oil companies
and bureaucrats, etch a little gold from the
pavement and you can find a community
of directors, musicians and chefs living and
creating in this impressively smooth city.

If it all gets a bit too much and you want
to float back on the wind, you can try
parachuting from the Alps, or for a change
of scene just head to Cornavin station
where you can board a 3% hour TGV to
Paris, or take a longer but pleasant train
trip through the hills to Milan, Barcelona
or Venice. Keen to make friends quickly at
your new destination without breaking the
bank on diamante watches? Simply pass
by a Coop or Migros supermarket before
leaving. The block chocolate, a staple in
the Swiss diet, is not at all expensive and
is utterly, blissfully, divine... @




