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94 QANTAS  SEPTEMBER 201 1

GENEVA SWITZERLAND

 SHOP
Rue de la Confédération
This famous retail strip is just a 
10-minute walk downhill from 
Cornavin railway station and 
marks Geneva as a major 
European shopping destination. 
As trams glide by, locals and 
tourists window-shop, hopping 
between the boutiques here 
and those on the parallel Rue 
du Rhône. For watches, visit Patek 
Philippe, Franck Muller, Omega 
or Piaget. The huge Globus 
Department Store is at Molard 
tram stop. Other boutiques 
include Bally, for upmarket shoes, 
handbags and dresses, and there 
is a large, shiny Apple Store.

Sounds Records
8 Avenue de Mai. (22) 328 1411. 
www.soundsrecords.ch 
The Plainpalais area is the place 
to go for retro and vintage and 
this independent music store is 
the perfect post-flea market visit. 
Local groups worth noting 
include jazz trio Phat Jazz, Mama 
Rosin (two-step/roots), Pol 
(electro) and Imperial Tiger 
Orchestra (experimental jazz/
Afro-fusion). Its employees are a 
good bet to advise on music 
venues and upcoming concerts. 
For live jazz, check out Scots-
born Ernie Odoom. This vocalist/
saxophonist and band leader 
is at the centre of the local jazz 
scene (www.ppa-plus.com).

Manor
6 Rue Cornavin. 
(08) 4880 2804. www.manor.ch 
Manor is a large national 
department store close to 
Cornavin station with fresh food, 
fashion, local and international 
brands (Morgan, Diesel, Pepe 
Jeans), watches, perfumes, 
cosmetics, skincare, hi-fi and 
sports gear. The ground floor has 
a supermarket, bakery, chocolates, 
sushi and oven-baked gourmet 
pizzas for lunch on the go. The 
rooftop restaurant has panoramic 
views of the city. 

 STAY 
La Reserve
301 Route de Lausanne, 
Bellevue. (22) 959 5959. 
www.lareserve.ch
Elegant, distinguished and classic, 
located a couple of kilometres 
from the centre of the city on 
the shores of Lake Geneva in 
Bellevue, La Reserve is the most 
stylish hotel around. Its lush 
interiors are the work of Parisian 
design star Jacques Garcia, and 
most rooms have soothing views 
of the Alps and the lake. The 
hotel’s Le Loti restaurant is 
known for its French cuisine. Try 
the freshly caught Dover sole in 
front of the open fireplace. The 
five-star hotel includes a spa with 
reflexology, acupuncture, yoga, 
osteopath and algotherapy 
(seaweed and mud wraps), tennis 
courts and windsurfing facilities. 
From CHF500 ($562).

Hotel de la Paix 
11 Quai du Mont-Blanc. (22) 909 
6000. www.hoteldelapaix.ch
Facing Lake Geneva and a few 
minutes’ stroll from Cornavin 
station, the Hotel de la Paix, built 
in 1865, is luxurious and classic. 
Its five-star boutique design 
includes a jewelled chandelier 

Hotel de la Paix on Lake Geneva; Grand Hotel 
Kempinski cocktail bar, FloorTwo (above)

above the foyer and black-and-
white, Alice In Wonderland-
esque tiled floors. The 
Mediterranean-flavoured dishes 
of its Vertig’O restaurant (one 
Michelin star) include rack of veal 
and roast lobster. All of its fish 
dishes are specialties of chef 
Jérôme Manifacier, this year 
awarded 16/20 in the influential 
French restaurant guide, Gault Et 
Millau. From CHF420 ($472).

Grand Hotel Kempinski
19 Quai du Mont-Blanc. 
(22) 908 9081. 
www.kempinski-geneva.com
This contemporary upscale 
luxury hotel is opposite the lake 
and Geneva’s popular artificial 
island-beach, Bains des Pâquis. 
Take advantage of the new plush 
spa with marbled floors, golden 
ceilings and heady scents of fresh 
flowers. Let yourself be wooed 
by the views from the jet-set 
cocktail bar FloorTwo. It’s a place 
for either classic tastes, such as 
Champagne and strawberries, or 
inviting house cocktails – lychee 
caprioska anyone? If partying is 
on the cards, perhaps head 
downstairs to the Java nightclub. 
From CHF424 ($477).

 EAT & DRINK
Domaine de Châteauvieux
16 Peney-Dessus, Satigny. 
(02) 2753 1511. chateauvieux.ch
Just out of the centre of Geneva 
in Satigny (and a 15-minute drive 
to the airport), celebrity chef 
Philippe Chevrier is at the helm 
of the double Michelin-starred 
Domaine de Châteauvieux. It 
offers rustic chic with convivial 
service amidst a vineyard. The 
extensive menu includes a 
Brittany lobster served on black 
truffle risotto and, for dessert, a 
remarkable passionfruit soufflé. 
The wine list includes Chevrier’s  ! 
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